national backgrounds were able to join together in order both to speak their truths and to listen to those of others.
After describing these various communities, Kronish then discusses the programs which he personally designed and directed through the organization he founded, the Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel (ICCI). Kronish situates these programs within a short review of the Arab-Israeli "peace process," focusing primarily on the political process. This is a good primer for those who have not studied the process. Within the political context, Kronish proposes a very important distinction between peacemaking and peacebuilding: "Peacemaking is the work of the lawyers, politicians and diplomats. The goal of [this] is to create peace treaties…Peacebuilding, on the other hand, is the work of rabbis, imams, priests, educators…[who] bring people together to enter into dialogical and educational processes that are aimed at helping people figure out how to live in peace with each other" (p. 44). It is toward this latter goal that Kronish and the ICCI have devoted decades of work. In particular, Kronish makes a singular contribution to thoughtful consideration of the place of dialogue and religion in the Arab-Israeli conflict in "Lessons Learned" (pp. 109-60). In a very real sense, then, The Other Peace Process is a learner's manual about how to conduct interreligious, intercultural, and intergroup engagement.
While I wholeheartedly recommend The Other Peace Process, I do offer a few critical comments. First, while a small issue, Kronish repeatedly writes of "the Pope's apology" to the Jews (e.g., p. 102). Neither the Vatican nor John Paul II has ever used that word in such a context. Rather, the Pope has said he "regrets" past instances of Catholic hostility toward Jews. Secondly, I believe that Kronish underestimates the importance of a common language. While recognizing that dialogue would be enhanced if both sides spoke Arabic or Hebrew, often the recourse to English necessarily limits the participation on either side of the conversation. Some of the programs which the ICCI ran were most successful when they took place in the north of Israel among religious leaders (alas, all men) because they could speak a common language (in this case, Hebrew). In this regard, the Kedem program on interreligious dialogue offers a fascinating example. Third, I would have liked to have seen Kronish pay attention to the historical and intercultural contributions to the concept of "dialogue" itself. For some dialogue partners-both in Israel and the West Bank-living in, or coming from, cultures that do not necessarily share Western values and norms, a barrier emerges. This makes it all the more difficult, for it is always a challenge to appreciate how different groups and cultures approach topics such as identity, self-disclosure, selfcriticism, and collective (the current word is "tribal") personality.
These caveats aside, in his work Kronish models the kind of humble and selfcritical self-understanding so crucial to interreligious dialogue. His story, and especially his discussions of many quite interesting ICCI programs, oscillates between learning and teaching, between listening and speaking, and between acting for justice and speaking one's truth. For those interested in conducting interreligious or intercultural dialogue, Kronish offers a very useful handbook.
